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FROM OUR CO-FOUNDER

FEATURED INVESTOR: REINVESTMENT FUND
Despite our success and strong community connections, The Skills
Center has never owned a permanent home, as our programs are
currently hosted in rented facilities or local schools. Reinvestment
Fund is providing an acquisition and construction loan to help TSC
purchase two properties that will create The Skills Center
Collaborative 5-acre campus and ultimately become our first home..
The first property is a vacant 35,000 square foot former skating rink
and office building. It will be renovated for gyms and program space.
The second property is a fully-leased 40,000 square foot industrial
complex with 20 individual tenants that will provide ongoing cash
flow.
The project is consistent with Reinvestment Fund’s ongoing
commitment to making communities work for all people, as well as
with the City of Tampa’s “Transforming Tampa Tomorrow” initiative
focused on city development activity and resources in underserved
areas. The new facility will serve 3,500 youth -- 80% of whom are
from low-income households -- and will focus on 3 main goals:
To create equity in education, health, and workforce readiness for
young people in Hillsborough County, especially the East Tampa
community.
To build a strategic alliance between 5 Black-led nonprofit
organizations to leverage resources, programming, funding, and
impact.
To design a Social Enterprise Venture that provides sustainability
for TSC and the community.
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

The Skills Center
is excited to
welcome back
students for the
2021 - 2022
school year!
I would like to thank the City of
Tampa for providing a temporary
location for our programs and
services at Julian B. Lane Park. As
we continue to monitor COVID-19
and CDC guidelines, our youth,
staff, and volunteers’ safety comes
first, and all have returned this Fall
with limited in-person and virtual
programming.
As of September, our Tampa Y.E.S.
girls’ program, SCE travel teams,
recreational leagues, and training
programs are all fully open, with
TSC academic support returning in
October. More information is
available on our website.
We plan to share more about our
Capital Campaign in the coming
weeks -- stay tuned!
Sincerely,

Celeste Roberts

Executive Director

FEATURED INVESTOR: REINVESTMENT FUND
Several nonprofit organizations have already signed on to join
The Skills Center Collaborative including:
Computer Mentors Group - bridges the technology divide for
young adults through innovative education and employment
programming.
Corporation to Develop Communities of Tampa, Inc. (CDC of
Tampa) - delivers programming in youth success, workforce
development, housing counseling and financial capability. The
organization also manages residential and commercial real
estate development.

TSC IN THE NEWS

FEMALE DISRUPTORS:
CELESTE ROBERTS OF
THE SKILLS CENTER

Girls Empowered Mentally for Success, Inc. - provides gender
specific social and emotional youth development to at-risk girls
ages 10-17.
Men of Vision, Inc. - provides mentorship and leadership
development for young men.
The Skills Center Collaborative will be the only building in East
Tampa dedicated to education, health and job training including
a range of sports leagues, sports training, and travel sports teams
for young people. The facility will also have event space for
athletic, corporate, and community events.
We are grateful for national supporters like Reinvestment Fund
for investing in the youth and city of Tampa and helping us make
The Skills Center Collaborative a reality!

Authority Magazine recently
interviewed Celeste for its
‘Female Disruptors’ series.
Read on for the scoop on
Celeste, including what
inspired her to co-create The
Skills Center and how she and
her team plan to take youth
development to the next level
with The Skills Center
Collaborative.

CLICK FOR FULL STORY

GET TO KNOW: JOHN ARROYO
Role at TSC: Co-Founder & Director of Basketball Operations
Before finding his home in Tampa, John Arroyo grew
up in a military family. He was born in Germany, lived
in Holland and made his way to Oklahoma where he
graduated high school then played basketball for
Cameron University, where he was named “All
Defensive Player” and also earned the nickname “Mr.
Hustle.”
After graduating from college, John became a Juvenile
Probation Officer and led many youth-based initiatives
including a mentorship program and midnight
basketball league. He continued to work with youth in
Tampa as the program director for the After-Care
program at the YMCA of Tampa, and met Chris Ward
and Celeste Roberts while working with a Youth
Additionally, 90% of TSC’s students have
Opportunity program. Youth development through
attended college regardless of athletics,
sports became their passion so when the program
with many earning academic scholarships.
concluded, they created The Skills Center.
Now as Director of Basketball Operations for TSC, John
manages the recreation leagues along with The Skills
Center Elite (SCE) competitive travel teams. TSC’s
athletics program began with 4 teams in 2010, and has
since grown to 15. Since the first graduating class in
2018, SCE has won 8 State Championships and 16
players have gone on to play at the collegiate level.

“Winning is great, but creating a strong
foundation for the community and making
sure all feel supported is what The Skills
Center is about,” John says. “We have given
so many of our kids the opportunity to build
bonds with many individuals from different
backgrounds through basketball.”

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED FROM THE STUDENTS?
Many times, working in youth development is a thankless job. I am
grateful to see many of our students/players excel in life after attending
our programs. One student thanked me for not giving up on him and said
he knew he could always depend on me. I became like a big brother to
him. I later gave him a coaching job, something he’s always wanted to do.
WHAT ARE YOU MOST LOOKING FORWARD TO ABOUT THE NEW THE SKILLS
CENTER COLLABORATIVE?
We have been providing services for the Tampa community for about 15
years, but it's always been in borrowed space. With the new Skills Center
Collaborative, we have the opportunity to provide more programs, more
resources for families, and continue to be a positive staple in the
community.
WHAT ADVICE DO YOU OFFER THE STUDENTS?
Growing up my parents introduced me to hard work, and taught me to always treat others with
.
respect, and to make sure people always remember you as an individual with good character. My
mother was a social worker. She loved helping others and making sure children were in a safe,
positive place. My father was in the military but always volunteered to coach our teams and became
the ‘neighborhood dad.’ Because of my parents, I live by the words of Roberto Clemente: “Any time
you have an opportunity to make a difference in this world and you don’t, then you are wasting your
time on Earth.”
WHAT IMPACT DO YOU THINK THE NEW COLLABORATIVE WILL HAVE ON STUDENTS?
We will have a safe haven and that’s important for our kids. They love coming to our locations now,
so when we have a permanent building, the students will have a second home.

