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BREAKING GROUND ON THE FUTURE
November 30, 2021 was a BIG day for The Skills Center. Tampa
Mayor Jane Castor, Hillsborough County Commissioner Gwen
Myers, City Council Member Orlando Gudes, and the
Lightning’s Thunderbug Mascot – gathered on a beautiful fall
day to officially break ground on our future home. TSC Board
Members and Capital Campaign co-chairs, Gary Hartfield and
Patricia Douglas, kicked off fundraising efforts to raise the
remaining $5 million needed to complete the project.
“While this goal seems both vast and maybe even
insurmountable, I know with the community’s help we can
fulfill the goal within this campaign and this organization to
build a space to change the lives of young people right here
in Tampa,” Hartfield said. “Our sons and daughters, from now
on, can dream big and have the support to succeed because
of your investment.”
Douglas described the various contributions the project
brings to the local community. “Projects that build up East
Tampa add to the vibrancy of our community and improve
our economy as a whole.”
The project will be complete in Fall of 2022. It will create 180
jobs, serve 3,500+ young people and produce an estimated
$25 million in economic impact in the East Tampa
community over the next five years.

For more information about the project or how to
donate, please visit theskillscenter.org/collab

FROM OUR CO-FOUNDER
About 15 years ago, we
embarked on a journey to build
a place where every young
person has the opportunity to
attain the skills needed to excel
in life and work. On November
30th, that journey hit a
milestone as we officially broke
ground on The Skills Center
Collaborative.
As 2021 comes to a close, I want
to thank everyone for helping us
make the dream a reality. To our
donors, partners, staff, parents,
students, volunteers and our
supporters -- you have been an
important part of our journey.
It’s been an amazing year and
we are excited for what’s to
come. From Now On …. We’re In
This Together.
Sincerely,

Celeste Roberts

Executive Director

TSC IN THE NEWS: GROUNDBREAKING MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

AT A ‘CRITICAL MOMENT’ IN TAMPA, THE
SKILLS CENTER BREAK GROUND ON
MULTIMILLION -DOLLAR FACILITY
There wasn’t any champagne, but there might
as well have been. The event represented a
milestone in CEO Celeste Roberts’ vision of
reshaping the lives of East Tampa’s youth.

IN TAMPA, A 15-YEAR FIGHT NEARS THE
FINISH...AT AN OLD SKATING RINK
The Skills Center Collaborative plans to help
East Tampa young people obtain job skills,
play sports and train for a successful
adulthood inside a 55,000-square-foot former
skating rink.
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THE SKILLS CENTER BUILDING NEW YOUTH
CENTER IN TAMPA

THE SKILLS CENTER GROUNDBREAKING IN
EAST TAMPA
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